
THE KALENDAR 
S. Stephen’s Church 

in Providence 
 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT       27 MARCH 2022 
 

SOLEMN MASS                  10 AM 
Mass in the Dorian Mode 

Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 

NOTE: Hymns can be found in the blue hymnals in front of you in the pew rack. 

 
THE OPENING RITE 

VOLUNTARY – Cortège et Litanie, Op.19 No. 2                 Marcel Dupré (1886 - 1971) 
 
HYMN 686 – “Come, thou fount of every blessing”                                   Nettleton 
  
INTROIT – Laetare Jerusalem (Please remain standing)                         Tone VII 

Rejoice ye with Jerusalem; and be glad for her, all ye that delight in her: exult 
and sing for joy with her; all ye that in sadness mourn for her; that ye may suck 
and be satisfied with the breasts of her consolations. Ps. I was glad when they 
said unto me: We will go into the house of the Lord. Glory be… Rejoice ye 
with Jerusalem… 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant   Bless the Lord who forgiveth all our sins. 
    People  His mercy endureth for ever. 

COLLECT FOR PURITY           

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

SUMMARY OF THE LAW         

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets. 
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KYRIE ELEISON       

Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christe eleison. Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY (Fourth Sunday in Lent) 

 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People And with thy spirit. 
 Celebrant Let us pray. 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to 
be the true bread which giveth life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, 
that he may live in us, and we in him; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT READING – Joshua 5:9-12 (Please be seated) 

And the Lord said to Joshua, “This day I have rolled away the reproach of 
Egypt from you.” And so the name of that place is called Gilgal to this day. 
While the people of Israel were encamped in Gilgal they kept the passover on 
the fourteenth day of the month at evening in the plains of Jericho. And on the 
morrow after the passover, on that very day, they ate of the produce of the 
land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. And the manna ceased on the 
morrow, when they ate of the produce of the land; and the people of Israel had 
manna no more, but ate of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.  

 Reader The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL  –  Laetatus sum               Tone V 

I was glad when they said unto me: We will go into the house of the Lord.          
V. Peace be within thy walls: and plenteousness within thy palaces.  

EPISTLE READING – 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

If any one is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, 
the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to 
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. So we are ambassadors for 
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We beseech you on behalf of Christ, 
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be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  

 Subdeacon The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 

TRACT (Please stand) Qui confidunt                                    Tone VIII 

That they put their trust in the Lord, shall even be as the mount Syon: which 
may not be removed, but standeth forever. V. The hills stand about Jerusalem: 
even so standeth the Lord around his people; from this time forth for 
evermore. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL – Luke 15:11-32 

 Deacon The Lord be with you. 
 People And with thy spirit. 

 Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
 People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said 
to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.’ And he 
divided his living between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered 
all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he squandered his 
property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great famine 
arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined himself 
to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. 
And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave 
him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s 
hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! 
I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ And he arose and came to his father. 
But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and 
ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it 
on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted 
calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is 
alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to make merry.  

“Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, 
he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what 
this meant. And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has 
killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.’ But he was 
angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he 
answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never 
disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry 
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with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your 
living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!’ And he said to him, ‘Son, 
you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry 
and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is 
found.’”  

 Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
  People Praise be to thee, O Christ.  

SERMON                            Fr. Benjamin 

THE NICENE CREED – sung to music found at S-103 in the front portion of the hymnal 

I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all things visible and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
    the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of his Father before all worlds, 
    God of God, Light of Light, 
    very God of very God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    being of one substance with the Father; 
    by whom all things were made; 
  who for us men and for our salvation 
        came down from heaven, 
  and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,    (Genuflect or 
      and was made man;           bow) 
  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered and was buried; 
  and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
  and ascended into heaven, 
  and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
  and he shall come again, with glory, 
        to judge both the quick and the dead; 
  whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,  
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; 

    who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 
    who spake by the Prophets. 
    And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; 
    and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 

         and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Please remain standing) 

Deacon 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's Church and the world. 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, 
and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which 
we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the 
Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all 
those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and 
live in unity and godly love. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Justin, 
Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; and Nicholas, our own 
bishop; that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively 
Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation 
here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive 
thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their 
life. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of 
government in this and every land, especially Joseph our President, that they may 
be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world. 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, 
that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and 
be faithful stewards of thy bounty. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor 
all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any 
other adversity. 

And we also bless  thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith 
and fear, beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; 
and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
blessed Stephen our patron, and of all thy saints, that with them we may be 
partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN     

Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and 
charity with your neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following the 
commandments of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw 
near with faith, and make your humble confession to Almighty God, devoutly 
kneeling. 

Celebrant & People, all kneeling 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge 
of all men: We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and 
wickedness, which we from time to time most grievously have 
committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do 
earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the 
remembrance of them is grievous unto us, the burden of them is 
intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful 
Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of 
life, to the honor and glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

ABSOLUTION    

The Celebrant stands and says 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 
forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn 

unto him, have mercy upon you,  pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

THE PEACE (All stand) 

 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 People   And with thy spirit. 

Announcements may be made. The people are seated for the Offertory. 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

OFFERTORY ANTIPHON – Illumina oculus meos                                        Tone II 

Lighten mine eyes, that I sleep not in death: lest mine enemy say, I have 
prevailed against him. 
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OFFERTORY MOTET – Emendemus in melius                 William Byrd (1543 - 1623) 

Emendemus in melius quae 
ignoranter peccavimus; ne subito 
praeoccupati die mortis, quaeramus 
spatium poenitentiae, et invenire non 
possimus. Attende, Domine, et 
miserere; quia peccavimus tibi. (cf. 
Bar. 3:2) Versus: Adjuva nos, Deus 
salutaris noster, et propter honorem 
nominis tui libera nos. (Ps. 78:9a) 
 

Let us amend for the better in those things 
in which we have sinned through ignorance; 
lest suddenly overtaken by the day of death, 
we seek space for repentance, and be not able 
to find it. Hearken, O Lord, and have 
mercy: for we have sinned against thee. 
Verse: Help us, O God of our salvation, 
and for the honor of thy name deliver us. 
 

All stand for the hymn as the offering is brought forward and the gifts, altar, & people are censed. 

HYMN 470 – “There’s a wideness in God’s mercy”                Beecher  

ORATE, FRATRES (Please remain standing) 

 Celebrant Pray, brothers and sisters, that this my sacrifice and yours may be 
acceptable to God, the Father Almighty. 

 People May the Lord receive this Sacrifice at thy hands, to the praise 
and glory of his Name, both to our benefit, and that of all his 
holy Church. 

SURSUM CORDA & PREFACE          

 Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
 People   And with thy spirit.  
 Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.  
 People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
 People   It is meet and right so to do. 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in 
all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, 
who dost bid thy faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the 
Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by thy 
Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which thou hast 
prepared for those who love thee.  

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 
laud and magnify thy glorious Name, evermore praising thee, and saying,. 
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SANCTUS ET BENEDICTUS             sung by the choir 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dominus 
Deus Sabaoth: Pleni sunt caeli et 
terra gloria tua. Hosanna in excelsis. 

 Benedictus qui venit in nomine 
Domini. Hosanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 
Heaven and earth are full of thy Glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.  

 Blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER II (Please kneel if you are able to do so) 

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and 
earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst 
give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer 
death upon the cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command 
us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, 
until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat,  

THIS IS MY BODY, 
WHICH IS GIVEN FOR YOU. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you;  

FOR THIS IS MY BLOOD OF THE NEW COVENANT 
WHICH IS SHED FOR YOU, AND FOR MANY, FOR THE 

REMISSION OF SINS. 
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 
 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, 
with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son 
hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and 
precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for 
his coming again with power and great glory.  

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with 
thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, 
that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus 
Christ. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our 
selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of 



9 
 

this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood 

of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy  grace and heavenly benediction; 
and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, 
that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; 

 By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all 
honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

And now as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD        

 Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
 People Therefore let us keep the feast. 

AGNUS DEI                sung by the choir 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 
Miserere nobis. Agnus Dei, qui tollis 
peccata mundi, Miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 
Dona nobis pacem. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins 
of the world, have mercy upon us. O Lamb 
of God, that takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy upon us. O Lamb of 
God, that takest away the sins of the 
world, grant us thy peace.
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PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy table. But thou art 
the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink 
his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our 
souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore 
dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

THE INVITATION – ECCE AGNUS DEI 

 Celebrant  Behold the Lamb of God; behold him that taketh away the sins 
of the world.  

 People Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: 
but speak the word only, and my soul shall be healed. 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON – Oportet te                                          Tone I 

Son, it is meet that we should be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive 
again; and was lost, and is found. 

THE ADMINISTRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Please come forward to the altar rail via the center aisle. If you are unable to come forward, 
communion can be brought to you in your pew. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive 
the Eucharist at the Lord’s Table. Gluten-free wafers are available. If you are not receiving, 
you are invited to come forward for a blessing (indicated by crossing your arms over your chest). 
If you have not been baptized, and find yourself drawn to Jesus Christ and life in him, please 
let one of our clergy know. We would be honored to have a conversation with you about baptism, 
or answer any other questions. Baptism and life in the Body of Christ is open to all. 
 

HYMN 343 – “Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless”                       St. Agnes 
 

THE CLOSING RITE 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (Kneeling as you are able)   

Let us pray: Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for 
that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of 
the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and 
that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, 
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the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through 
hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O 
heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in 
that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared 
for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and 
the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

SOLEMN PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE   

 Deacon Bow down before the Lord. 

Celebrant Look down in mercy, O Lord, on thy people who kneel before thee; 
and grant that those whom thou hast nourished by thy Word and 
Sacraments may bring forth fruit worthy of repentance; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL (Please stand)     

 Deacon  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 People Thanks be to God. 

HYMN 379 – “God is Love, let Heaven adore him”     Abbot’s Leigh

 
VOLUNTARY – Le Tombeau de Titelouze, Op. 38                                    Marcel Dupré 
                                  15. Te splendor et virtus Patris 
 

Please join us after Mass for Coffee Hour on the 2nd floor of the Guild House. 
The Guild Hall can be found by exiting at the back of the church and following the stairs to the left. 

If you’re new or visiting today, one of our clergy would be very glad to talk with you after Mass. 
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HOLY WEEK AT S. STEPHEN’S 
 

April 10 – Palm Sunday:  
The Sunday of the Passion 
8:00 Morning Prayer & Low Mass 
10:00 Liturgy of the Palms and Solemn 
Mass 
 
April 11 – Monday in Holy Week 
5:30 Evening Prayer 
6:00 Low Mass 
 
April 12 – Tuesday in Holy Week 
12:00 Noonday Prayer & Low Mass 
 
April 13 – Wednesday in Holy Week 
(‘Spy Wednesday’) 
5:30 Evening Prayer 
6:00 Low Mass 
 

April 14 – Maundy Thursday 
7:30 PM – Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
9:00 PM – Watch at the Altar of Repose 
 
April 15 – Good Friday 
12:00 Noon – Solemn Liturgy & Mass of 
the Presanctified 
5:30 pm – Stations of the Cross 
 
April 16 – Holy Saturday 
7:30 PM – Easter Vigil & First Mass of 
Easter 
 
April 17 – Easter Day:  
The Sunday of the Resurrection 
8:00 AM – Morning Prayer & Low Mass 
10:00 AM – Solemn Mass of the 
Resurrection 

 
 

 
S. STEPHEN’S CHURCH 

in Providence 

114 George Street, Providence RI  02906 
(401) 421-6702 

Parish Leadership 

Thomas Bledsoe, Senior Warden 
Robert Rose, Junior Warden 
Muriel Jobbers, Treasurer 
Molly Bledsoe Ellis, Clerk 

Vestry 
Karl Benziger, Lynne deBenedette, Jennifer DePardo, Leana Hooks,  

Sharon Lloyd Clark, Julia Steiny, Louis Verdelotti 
 

The Rev’d Benjamin Straley, Rector 
The Rev’d William Locke, Assisting Priest 

The Rev’d Michael A. Pearson, Assisting Priest 
James Busby, D.Mus., Organist & Choirmaster 

Jen Long, Office Administrative Assistant 
Andrew Lonardo, Sexton 

Kiersten Marek, Nursery Childcare Provider 
www.sstephens.org 
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